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Global Freshwater Resources

Only this portion 
renewable

Saline (salt) water: 10 to 100 g/L
Brackish water: 1 to 10 g/L (treatable)g/ ( )
Freshwater: < 1 g/L (drinkable)



Global Freshwater Storages

Surface WaterSurface Water

Glaciers

Groundwater Storages



Water Cycle Fluxes

Fluxes

Vapor transport
Precipitation
E tiEvaporation
Transpiration
GW Flow



Residence Times



Global Water Balance



Withdrawal & Consumption

Withdrawals for 
agriculture, 
industrial, and 
domestic usesdomestic uses.

Consumption is 
the usage +the usage + 
waste/losses



Freshwater Availability

SeveritySeverity
< 1000 m3/p

Stress
1000-1700 m3/p/p

Sufficient
>1700 m3/p



Source of Information
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP)(UNEP)

Vital Water Graphics: An Overview of the 
State of the World’s Fresh and MarineState of the World s Fresh and Marine 
Waters

http://www unep org/dewa/assessments/ecosystems/water/vitalwater/index htmhttp://www.unep.org/dewa/assessments/ecosystems/water/vitalwater/index.htm


